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MI leaders say filling “skills gap” most pressing issue
                    Skilled trades expected to grow 7.4 percent through 2020 
City, MI (month day, year) – It’s the Michigan unemployment story you haven’t heard. Tens of thousands of well-paying Michigan jobs sit vacant. The reason? Employers can’t find qualified candidates. Governor Rick Snyder calls the “skills gap” the state’s most urgent need.
“We have thousands of open jobs and still too much unemployment. It’s really getting people career connected, and the skilled trades is the best place to look,” Gov. Rick Snyder said.  

The skilled trades, broadly defined as industries that require advanced training but not usually a four-year degree, are expected to grow by 7.4 percent through 2020, with some industries expected to grow by as much as 30-50 percent. 
Watch Gov. Snyder explain the reason for the skills gap. 

That’s where Michigan Credit Union League & Affiliates’ – the trade association representing Michigan credit unions — Career and Technical Training materials come in. Because credit unions are often integral parts of their communities, MCUL is committed to strengthening communities that support the state’s roughly 300 credit unions by helping to solve the Michigan’s economic challenges. 

As such, MCUL partnered with key stake holders including: the State of Michigan Workforce Development Agency and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation to create comprehensive resources to guide young people and adults looking for work to a successful career in the skilled trades. The career guide includes:
· Descriptions of 24 in-demand, high paying skilled trade jobs. 
· Online video links showcasing training options
· Industry salary information
· Forecasted job growth 
In addition, because a thriving workforce is a crucial part of incentivizing young people to stay in Michigan, MCUL partnered with a Michigan teacher to compile a variety of explorative lesson plans to help young people investigate a career in the skilled trades. The engaging plans include teaching objectives, easy-to-use handouts, and presentation instructions. These free materials are available to download and use instantly.  
“On behalf of the Michigan credit union industry, MCUL is honored to support an effort we believe will help Michigan’s economy and help keep young people in our great state by providing them with a road map to in-demand, well-paying careers, that don’t typically require a four-year degree and the cost that goes with it,” said MCUL CEO David Adams.
###

About the Michigan Credit Union League & Affiliates
Organized in 1934, the Michigan Credit Union League is a trade association representing Michigan’s Credit Unions. Based in Lansing, the MCUL works to build awareness of these locally owned, cooperative institutions and their mission to support members, communities and local businesses. For more information, visit www.mcul.org, follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MICreditUnions and connect with us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/MICreditUnions.
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