[image: image4.jpg]Sendan, bisgan





March 15, 2011
The Honorable David Robertson
State Senator
P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909-7536
Dear Senator Robertson:
On behalf of our 330 member credit unions, the Michigan Credit Union League (MCUL) would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on issues that are important to credit unions. Specifically, we are interested in legislation that would amend the Michigan Campaign Finance Act to remove onerous requirements that impede a credit union’s ability to raise money for their state PAC and that prevents politically active groups from achieving a proactive legislative agenda.  

Current issues of interest:

1) Removing the Annual Signature Requirement for Payroll Deductions
Donations to PACs that specialize in low dollar fundraising have been negatively impacted by the annual affirmative consent requirement for payroll deductions. This includes our state PAC since credit unions must annually seek out their employees to have them sign the consent form. By eliminating this requirement, it will streamline the ability for citizens to make contributions while substantially reducing transaction costs for both the citizen and recipients of the contributions. Many feel the annual affirmative consent requirement is inefficient, costly, and time consuming.  It creates additional and unnecessary barriers for citizens who wish to become politically involved. A donor will always have the option to opt-out.  
2) Raising the Zero Dollar PAC Reporting Threshold
PACs must report a donor’s personal information to the Secretary of State regardless of contribution level. Subsequently, donations to PACs that specialize in low dollar fundraising have been negatively impacted. For example, we hold a Grand Raffle every year that raises about $150,000 at $5/ticket and we sell about 30,000 tickets. All of the money from this raffle goes to the federal PAC because of the strict state reporting requirements. Raising the state threshold to $10 or even $5 would go a long way for credit unions.  
3) Exempting Licensed Raffles from PAC Reporting Requirements
An alternative to #2 would be to keep the zero dollar PAC reporting requirements in place, but exempt licensed raffles that are audited, such as our Grand Raffle. 

Again, the MCUL appreciates the opportunity to comment on some of the issues that are important to credit unions. We look forward to working with you in the upcoming session!
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Sincerely,
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Director of Government Affairs
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