CMN Silent & Live Auction Tips


[image: image1.wmf]The success of a silent or live auction starts with the items that are offered for people to bid on. Creativity generates the best auction items. Outlined below are great places to start in your idea generation!

Tips for Soliciting Donations

· [image: image2.wmf]Just ask! You will be surprised at how many people want to help a great cause.

· Children’s Miracle Network is a non-profit 501(c)3. Remind donors that their donations are tax deductible.

· Remind donors that they will be featured on the MCUL Web site, at the MCUL Annual Convention & Exposition and in a program distributed to all Michigan credit unions to promote their generosity. This is great exposure to a very large audience.

Donations of Time

[image: image3.wmf] Services make great auction items. This way, donors don’t have to give up a product, but can help by giving of their time. Look to board members and sponsor companies to see if they may be able to donate a service for CMN!

· How about the donation of Will & Testament from an Attorney?

· Do you have a partnership with a local car dealer? Perhaps they would donate an oil change and car wash.

Look to Your Suppliers

Review who your suppliers are and ask if they would be willing to donate their services for a cause you support.

· If you advertise with a local newspaper, radio or television station, ask if they will donate free ad space. If they have a well known on-air personality ask for an autographed book, shirt or poster.

· Donation of a product/service they sell to CUs.

· Do you hold meetings at the same hotel/conference center each year? Ask them for complimentary nights stay or restaurant gift certificates.

· Do you use a caterer? How about a gift certificate?

The More Creative the Better

Look for opportunities that people usually would never be exposed to. Things they can’t buy! Get crazy and think big. Does your sponsor company have a famous CEO, celebrity endorser or relationship with a sporting team? This is the starting point for some great auction item ideas…

· Lunch with a local celebrity

· Autographed items

· Visit a radio/TV station to watch an on-air broadcast

· Tour by the CEO of a well known Michigan company

· Hospital sponsor group or surgeon on your board? How about the chance for ten people to watch a surgery in the observatory?

· Anyone on your board own a hot air balloon or private plane?  How about a ride?

· Do you know a “famous” chef? How about a dinner party for eight prepared in the high bidder’s home! You can’t buy that at the store.

· Do you know a local artist? Art, photography or pottery make unique auction items.

[image: image4.wmf]Activities

· Do you or your board members have a membership to a private golf course? Consider donating 18 holes of golf with you for the high bidder and their two guests.

· Do you have season tickets or a box at a local venue?  Does your sponsor company or board members? This makes a great donation.

· Do you have a family tradition of white water rafting at the same place every year? They may be willing to donate a similar package.

Package Deals

[image: image5.wmf]Combining small items into a package makes a valuable gift.  Matching up a dinner certificate with movie passes and limousine ride becomes an evening on the town.
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These ideas are a great starting point for generating your own unique ideas. Thanks for your participation and we look forward to a successful event to raise needed funds for the CMN: Credit Unions for Kids® campaign!
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